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TODAY WITH JESUS . . . THINK ABOUT 
HOW MUCH GOD LOVES YOU.

J A N U A R Y  1

A GREAT, BIG LOVE
God created human beings in his image.

GENESIS 1:27

Have you ever thought about how much God loves you? You could 
spend your whole life thinking about it and still never under-

stand how huge God’s love for you is.
For starters, God made you in His own image! Just think about 

that: God wanted you to look like Him— maybe not on the outside, 
but in your heart and soul. Then think about how God created every 
treasure in the universe, but He says you’re worth more than any of 
them. In fact, you’re so special to God that He wants to talk to you and 
to be part of every single moment of your life. He wants to fill you up 
with His love so full that when other people look at you, they see His 
love (Matthew 5:16).

So if you ever wonder what you’re worth, remember this: God 
created you, He loves you, and He says you belong to Him (Isaiah 
43:1).

Lord, thank You for loving me with such a great, big love, amen.
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TODAY WITH JESUS . . . REMEMBER GOD 
LOVES YOU JUST BECAUSE YOU’RE YOU.

J A N U A R Y  2

JUST BECAUSE YOU’RE YOU
God, you are my God. I want to follow you. . . . 

Your love is better than life.

PSALM 63:1, 3

Do you ever pretend to be someone you’re not and do things you’d 
rather not do— just so people will like you? Do you ever wish that 

people knew the real you? That they loved you just because you’re . . . 
you?

Of course, lots of people know and love you. But there’s only One 
who will ever perfectly know and love you, and that’s God. He knows 
everything you’ve ever thought or done or said, and everything you 
will ever think or do or say. The good stuff and not- so- good stuff. 
And He still loves you.

When you mess up— when you sin— you might be tempted to think 
God doesn’t love you or want you around anymore. Don’t believe that 
for a second! God created you to be with Him, and He never stops 
wanting you to be with Him. There’s nothing you can do or think or 
say that will ever make Him stop loving you. Not ever.

Father, thank You for knowing me and loving me, amen.
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TODAY WITH JESUS . . . LET HIM TAKE 
AWAY YOUR HEAVY LOAD.

J A N U A R Y  3

LET JESUS SET YOU FREE
“If the Son makes you free, then you will be truly free.”

JOHN 8 :36

Have you ever seen a donkey carry a heavy load on its back? Have 
you ever noticed the donkey can’t get that load off its back all by 

itself? It simply can’t reach it. A donkey needs someone else to take 
away its heavy load.

And so do you. “But I’m not carrying any heavy loads on my 
back,” you say. You’re right— your load is inside you. It’s your bad feel-
ings, like anger, jealousy, sadness, and pain. Those feelings can get 
buried deep down inside, where you can’t reach them. They get heav-
ier and heavier, dragging you down. You need someone to take away 
your heavy load. You need Jesus. He’s the only One who can do it.

Jesus will set you free from your heavy load. He’ll comfort you 
and help you forgive and be joyful. All you have to do is ask— and 
Jesus will set you free.

Lord, thank You for sending Jesus to set me free.
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TODAY WITH JESUS . . . LOOK FOR HIS JOY, 
NO MATTER WHAT’S HAPPENING.

J A N U A R Y  4

JOY— NO MATTER WHAT
“I told you these things so that you can have peace in me. In this 

world you will have trouble. But be brave! I have defeated the world!”

JOHN 16 :33

Do you have joy, no matter what’s happening in your life? It’s 
possible to have that kind of joy with Jesus.
That doesn’t mean that if you follow Jesus you’ll never have 

another problem. But it does mean that Jesus will always stay right 
by your side. When you’re sad, He’ll comfort you. When you’re afraid, 
He’ll help you be brave. And when you have troubles— and there will 
always be troubles in this world— Jesus will guide you and help you. 
He’ll even use your troubles to help you trust Him more, and He’ll 
bless you with the joy of simply being with Him.

Jesus will never leave you on your own, not in happy times 
and especially not in troubled times. So the next time you’re going 
through a tough time, don’t give up. Instead, thank Jesus for the help 
and the joy He’s already sending your way (Psalm 126:6).

Lord, I’m so glad You’re always right beside 

me. Thank You for helping me, amen.
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TODAY WITH JESUS . . . BELIEVE GOD IS 
DOING GOOD THINGS FOR YOU.

J A N U A R Y  5

TRUST AND BELIEVE
“Don’t worry, because I am with you. Don’t be afraid, because 

I am your God. I will make you strong and will help you. I 

will support you with my right hand that saves you.”

ISAIAH 41:10

Some people say they believe in God and trust Him, but their lives 
are filled with fear, worry, and doubt. That’s not how God wants 

His people to live.
You can trust God, and you can believe every one of His prom-

ises. God wants only the very best for you. When you follow Him and 
try to obey His Word, He won’t let you miss out on all the very best 
things He has planned for you (Hebrews 11:6). But remember, what 
God knows is best for you might be different from what you think is 
best for you. Trust God— He knows what your soul needs.

Is there something you’re afraid of? Or worried about? Talk to 
God. Ask Him to take away those worries and fears. Trust Him to help 
you. And don’t forget: God is always good. So if He doesn’t give you 
what you want, it’s because He has something even better planned 
for you.

Lord, I trust You, and I believe You want 

only the very best for me, amen.
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TODAY WITH JESUS . . . TRUST HIM TO 
SHOW YOU WHICH WAY TO GO.
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WHICH WAY SHOULD I GO?
When a man’s steps follow the Lord, God is pleased with his ways.

PSALM 37:23

When you’ve had to make a choice, did you ever wish God would 
just shout from heaven and tell you what to do or where to go? 

God promises to guide you and help you, but sometimes it may not 
feel like He is. Don’t worry. God really is working in your life, guiding 
and helping you, even when it doesn’t feel like it.

God hears you when you pray. He knows everything that’s hap-
pening, He knows when you aren’t sure what to do, and He knows just 
what you need. He won’t hide His plans from you (Jeremiah 29:11–
13)— but He probably won’t show them all to you at once, either.

God is teaching you to trust Him. While He won’t show you the 
end of this road you’re walking, He will show you the next step to 
take— and He’ll always be right there beside you.

Lord, it’s hard sometimes, but I trust You to 

show me the next step to take, amen.
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TODAY WITH JESUS . . . CHOOSE TO 
BELIEVE— CHOOSE TO HAVE FAITH.

J A N U A R Y  7

WHAT “HAVING FAITH” MEANS
Without faith no one can please God. Anyone who 

comes to God must believe that he is real and that 

he rewards those who truly want to find him.

HEBREWS 11:6

What do you really want? Not stuff, like a bike— but bigger things, 
like your parents to stop fighting or someone you love to stop 

being sick. Did you tell God about it? Do you believe He’ll help?
Believing God— what some people call having faith— doesn’t 

mean you know exactly how things will turn out. Instead, it means 
knowing who God is: that He’s always loving and good. Having faith 
is believing God means what He says, and He will do what He prom-
ises (Isaiah 55:10–11).

“But I’ve been waiting so long, and God still hasn’t fixed my 
problem,” you say. Yes, sometimes God will ask you to wait for His 
answer (Isaiah 64:4). The important thing is to keep believing while 
you wait— and trusting that He wants only the best for you. You don’t 
have to beg God to keep His promises, because He always will, in His 
own perfect way.

God, I do have faith. But please help my faith to 

be stronger when I have to wait, amen.
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